Protect personal
data, say experts
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Oct. 17: Lack of knowl-
edge on the importance of
protecting personal data
has put thousands of people
into trouble. Experts in
cyber laws have pressed for
a comprehensive right to
privacy act with reasonable
restrictions.

In a day seminar on ‘pri-
vacy rights and data protec-
tion in cyber space’, organ-
ised by the digital society
foundation of India- and
Karnataka Institution for
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs, resource persons
from various fields batted
for a comprehensive right
to privacy act.

Professor at National Law
School Dr V. Vijaykumar

said that all these years the
apex court had been issuing
guidelines on the right to
privacy based on a few
privisions in the Constitu-
tion. However,
everyday a com-
mon man’s per-
sonal detail is
taken and used for
commercial pur-
poses. “While vis-
iting an exhibition
people give away
personal details at some
counter for lucky draw.
This information, some-
times of lakhs people,
reach several organisations
for commercial purposes.
And, people fall prey to
credit card and other
frauds. The value of per-
sonal details is still not con-
sidered supreme here,” he

said. Mr_Vijaykumar sai
the Personal Data Protec
tion bill, before Parliamen|
has been prepared after tak
ing cue from a similar ac
in UK. “In 2001
thousands ¢
Canadians sue
the governmer
after a hard dis
containing  pe
sonal data of res
dents were foun
-in a dustbin. Tk
European governments co
lect personal data from re
idents with the guarantee «
not leaking it. At the san
time, reasonable restri
tions on such privilege
privacy is also clearly me
tioned. These restrictio
are quite similar to that
the Indian constitution,” |
said.




