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Whenever there is a report of a Cyber Crime in India, there is a demand for
better laws to punish the culprits and assure the industry that India is a
country where it is safe to transact IT business. It is to be noted that just
yesterday, the Union Cabinet has approved some amendments to the
Information Technology Act 2000 for strengthening the laws in India in the
light of the recent data theft case reported from Gurugaon.

At this time we need to reflect that not so long ago, our country did not even
have legal recognition for Electronic documents let alone for sophisticated
Cyber crimes. It was on October 17, 2000 that India for the first time started
recognizing electronic documents. Simultaneously the concept of Digital
Signatures was introduced legal recognition was provided for the same.
Also, several Cyber Crimes were also recognized. These developments made
a “Legally Recognized Digital Society” to come into existence in India. We
have since realized how important is this law when it comes to development
of IT business in India.

To recognize the importance of this seminal development in the e-history of
India, Digital Society Foundation has decided to commemorate October 17%
as the “Digital Society Day”.

A formal declaration of “October 177 as “Digital Society Day” is being
made by Honourable Justice Mr N.Kumar at a simple function at Century
Club, Bangalore, at 6.30 pm. Mr M.N.Vdyashankar, I.T Secretary of
Government of Karnataka and several other dignitaries are participating in
the function and sharing their perceptions on ITA-2000.

The programme is supported by the Computer Society of India, Bangalore
Chapter.
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In order to bring better awareness in the market about the prevalent laws,
Digital Society Foundation is instituting three annual awards aimed at
sensitization of the members of the society for the benefits brought in by the
creation of a responsible Digital Society.

The three awards are:

1. Best Journalistic effort in promoting awareness of Cyber Laws in
India

2. Best project by a student of a law college on the topic “Amendments
to ITA-2000, and

3. Best Cyber Law Compliance in a Cyber Café

The awards will be based on the work during the period from today upto
July 31, 2007. The nominations would be assessed by a suitable committee
and awards would be given on October 17, 2007.

Cyber Law College, a pioneering Cyber Law Education institution would be
sponsoring the awards. Other corporates are also expected to take part in this
noble effort at incentivising contributions towards creation of a better Digital
Society. Complete details of the terms and conditions underwhich the award
will be presented will soon be available on the website
www.dsfoundation.in.

Additionally, Digital Society Foundation is taking steps to initiate projects
by which the prosperity of Digital Society can rub on to the rural population
so that the dreaded “Digital Divide” is suitably bridged. A project in
bringing Carbon Credit exchange rewards to the farmer community is one of
such projects.

Digital Society Foundation also offers to visit as many of the law colleges in
Karnataka as possible over the next year to spread awareness of Cyber
Laws. During these meetings, Cyber Café¢ owners and IT and non IT

companies in the respective areas as well as the law enforcement machinery
would be reached out to create an all round Cyber Law awareness.

For Digital Society Foundation

Chairman
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